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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -1 2 are pending in this application. A Preliminary Amendment filed on 
07/12/2005 has amended claims 1-11, and added claim 12. Claims 1-12 are presented 
for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 -1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stecyk et al. (US 2002/01 74270 A1 ), in view of Ben-Ze'ev (US 6,791 ,467 B1 ). 

With respect to claim 1 , Stecyk discloses: 

• having a plurality of device and in particular consumer electronics devices, 
building control devices, home entertainment electronics devices and/or 
network control devices, that are connected to an electronic data link 
(Figure 1 and [0043]) 

• the devices each having a name memory in which is stored a device 
name uniquely assigned to the device, to enable each device to be 
uniquely actuated within the network (Figure 9B and [0090]) 



Application/Control Number: 10/542,059 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2442 

• having a mobile input unit having an input means for the input of a desired 
device name (Figure 4) 

• it being possible for the device name stored in the name memory to be 
selected or changed via the electronic data link (Figure 9B and [0090]) 

Stecyk does not disclose: 

• having an electronic data link for communication between the input unit 
and a device, which link has so short a range that, by positioning the input 
unit in the vicinity of a device, this device is selected among the devices 
on the network 

However, Ben-Ze'ev discloses: 

• having an electronic data link for communication between the input unit 
and a device, which link has so short a range that, by positioning the input 
unit in the vicinity of a device, this device is selected among the devices 
on the network (Col. 11, lines 15-24 and Col. 14, lines 6-14, where the 
remote controller detects an appliance in its vicinity and is able to 
automatically program the appliance to be turned on by the remote 
controller) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to have combined the teachings of Stecyk with the 
teachings of Ben-Ze'ev to be able to control an appliance that is in the vicinity of the 
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remote controller, because it will allow devices that were not originally set up to the 
remote controller to also be controlled by the controller and indeed provide a universal 
transmitter to all devices in the home automation network. 

With respect to claim 2, Stecyk discloses the devices have first transmission 
means of a first type for linking with other devices on the network (Figure 1 and [0043]) 
and second transmission means of a second type for communication with the input unit 
(Figure 5) 

With respect to claim 3, Stecyk discloses the devices have transmission means 
of a first type for linking with other devices on the network (Figure 1 and [0043]), and the 
input unit also has a transmission means of the first type (Figure 4), 

Stecyk does not disclose a means being provided to limit range so that 
communication between the input unit and a device is of a shorter range than 
communication between two devices. 

However, Ben-Ze'ev discloses a means being provided to limit range so that 
communication between the input unit and a device is of a shorter range than 
communication between two devices (Col. 8, lines 51-58) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to have combined the teachings of Stecyk with the 
teachings of Ben-Ze'ev to be able to control an appliance that is in the vicinity of the 
remote controller, because it will allow devices that were not originally set up to the 
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remote controller to also be controlled by the controller and indeed provide a universal 
transmitter to all devices in the home automation network. 

With respect to claim 4, Stecyk discloses the input unit has a wireless 
transmission means and the devices have a corresponding wireless transmission 
means for communicating with the input unit and for transmitting the name (Figure 4). 

With respect to claim 5, Stecyk does not disclose the range of communication 
between the input unit and a device is less than 3 meters. 

However, Ben-Ze'ev discloses the range of communication between the input 
unit and a device is less than 3 meters (Col. 8, lines 51-58) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to have combined the teachings of Stecyk with the 
teachings of Ben-Ze'ev to be able to set the range to less than 3 meters, because it will 
allow for a shorter distance to be set so that the controller does not pick up every signal 
in its range. 

With respect to claim 6, Stecyk does not disclose the range of communication 
between the input unit and a device can be set by the user. 

However, Ben-Ze'ev discloses the range of communication between the input 
unit and a device can be set by the user (Col. 1 1 , lines 15-24) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to have combined the teachings of Stecyk with the 
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teachings of Ben-Ze'ev to be able to set the range, because it will allow for a shorter 
distance to be set so that the controller does not pick up every signal in its range. 

With respect to claim 7, Stecyk does not disclose the input unit has a display 
for displaying a device name read out from a device. 

However, Ben-Ze'ev discloses the input unit has a display for displaying a device 
name read out from a device (Abstract) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to have combined the teachings of Stecyk with the 
teachings of Ben-Ze'ev to provide a display for displaying a device name on the remote 
controller, because it will allow the user to view either the name of the device they 
choose to control or an icon representing the device to be controlled. 

With respect to claim 8, Stecyk discloses the input unit is suitable for the input 
of a key for a device (Figure 4). 

With respect to claim 9, Stecyk discloses having a name memory that stores a 
device name uniquely assigned to the device, to enable the device to be uniquely 
actuated within the network (Figure 9B and [0090]), and at least one wireless 
transmission means (Figure 4), it being possible for the device name stored in the name 
memory to be individually selected and/or changed via the wireless transmission means 
(Figure 9B and [0090]). 
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With respect to claim 10, Stecyk discloses having an input means for the input 
of a desired device name and a wireless transmission means for transmitting the device 
name (Figure 4). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Stecyk discloses a desired device name is entered 
with an input means belonging to a mobile input unit and the input unit is brought into 
the vicinity of a device, and the device name being entered is transmitted via an 
electronic data link from the mobile input unit to the device, the device name stored in 
the device being selected or changed as appropriate (Figure 9B and [0090]). 

With respect to claim 12, Stecyk discloses the plurality of devices on the 
network includes at least one of the following: a home network having a plurality of 
electronic devices, building control devices, home entertainment electronics devices, or 
network control devices (Figure 1 and [0043]). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ESTHER BENOIT whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3807. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
between 7:30 a.m and 5 p.m. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Andrew Caldwell/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2442 

E.B. 

March 26, 2009 



